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any concessions to the new order of things
would instantly provoke similar demands on
the part of Continental rulers elsewhere. The
new bishoprics, revenues, and local powers of
election, if safeguarded, might not be alto-
gether declined; but the Holy See would
never give up the right of institution. While
the Cardinals were deliberating, Louis, under
the eyes of an infuriated populace, set his
seal to the Constitution. Thus were created,
says Lord Acton, " the motive and the
machinery of civil war." It broke out
immediately. The country rang with dissen-
sions between " Nonjurors " and " Consti%
tutionals." The Abbe Gregoire took the
oath (December 27, 1790), and many thous-
ands of clergy, perhaps nearly one-third,
followed his example. But Pius VI. in March,
1791, condemned the Church legislation, and
it was rejected without delay by all except a
handful of bishops, by the clergy at large,
and by most Catholics.

Here, too, was a fresh beginning. The
Pope came into direct contact with a,
Church that his predecessors had been
accustomed to guide by means of the State,
The Civil Constitution, by which it was-
intended to set up a Gallican democracy,
called out the reaction whose mouthpiece,